543 Worthington Ridge 
FL 1896 


Philip Siebert (1830-1917) immigrated in 1851 & 
Margaretha Heidenreich (1828-1903) immigrated in 
1849. They ran Mt. Prunus Fruit Farm on Beckley Rd., 
Had fruit trees, grape vines and German prune plums. 
After his wife died in 1903, he sold the house. 


Victorian/ Queen Anne 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 175 
1896 ‘Philip Siebert current owner: Joyce Reeck Victorian/Queen Anne 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Sketch 
1896 current owner: Sharon Coleman 


Genealogy 


Mt. Prunus Fruit Farm, Beckley Rd., Berlin. Had fruit trees, grape vines and German prune plums. An 
Agricultural Society paper ad in 1893. Owned property at 543 Worthington Ridge, Berlin circa 1896. 
Bought the property from William Webster and sold it in 
1903. Berlin Land Records - 44:301 


Philip Siebert (1830-1917) immigrated in 1851. In 1853 
he married Margaretha Heidenreich (1828-1903), 
immigrated 1849 from Germany. They had children: 
Barbara, Margaret, John, Christe, Phillip, Catharine, 
William, Frank. Margaretha is buried in Fairview 
Cemetery, New Britain. 


HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY aera ay 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES Me 
HIST-6 NEW 5/77 Town No.: Site No.: 


IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT, ' 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION bm titi i 


59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 


(203) 566-3005 oe 
\ DISTRICT TF NR, SPECIFY 
—_ = enh #175 Cs Cone | Di actwot  () Potentiot 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) cm 
Philip Siebert House 
TOWN CITY VILLAG COUNTY 
Berlin ; .| Hartford 
R NO NUMBER (und: or location) 
543 Worthington Ridge 10-4/105/11 
~ OWNER(S) 
Recck, Joyce G " 7 Berlin 06037 Crubtic [3 Privere 
.U (Present) (iistoric) 
Residence Residence 
= EXP 
ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE Y Pi LAIN 
TO PusLic: | [x] Yes Ene, CJves Eno 
5 Y OF BUILDING DATE OF CO RU 1ON 
Victorian Vernacular/ Queen Anne influence c. 1896 
8 RIALS) (Indicate use or location when appropriate) 
th 
LX) clopboord Cl Asbestos Siding: [X) Brick re Oe 1 
foundation 
BS Wood Shingle 0 Asphalt Siding Fieldstone 
| Boord & Batten i) Stucco O Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding PDS ee Type: — 


9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


(YJ Wood frame 0 Post and beam TT livetionn 


(3 Load bearing masonry OO Structural iron or steel 


0 Other (Specify) 
TO. ROOF (Typ) 


(] cobie DO Fer DC) itenserd «= () enitor Dcewieoss 


Other j ; 
0 Gombrel 0 Shed 0 Hip ia Round (Specify) Complex with central hip 
(Material) 
Roll 7 
C Wood Shingle Aspholt i: Tin ie Slote i Goble end to the street 
Other 


x) Aspholt shingle i) Built up Oj Tile is (Specify) CO Ridge parallel! to the street 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2 If2 2i* x -210* 


ONDITION ¢Stri tural (haterion) 


QO Excellent (3 Good C) Foir C Deterioroted O Excellent {x} Good ) Foir i) Deteriorated 


13. INTEGRITY (f.0e ations (Alterations) 1F YES, EXPLAIN 
On original ea 
(3 site Moved OJ Yes | No wa, a 


L ED OUTBUILDIN OR LAND P URES 
[J Barn {) Shed (XJ Garage (J Other londscape features or buildings (Specify) 


a} ae [e3} Shop ‘a Gorden 


15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


Open land ig (x) Residentiol LJ Scottered buildings visible from site 
dus- 
‘s) Commercial Leary (J Rural (duich building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF GUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 


At northern end of Worthington Ridge, in an area with a number of 
Victorian houses among modern construction. (OVER) 


AS. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


PHOTO SOURCES 


°] COMPILED BY 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exteriors 


The Philip Seibert House has a central hip-roofed main portion with 
projecting left, right, rear, and front-facing gables. The front- 
facing gable occupies the left bay of the two-bay facade. The entry 
is located in the right bay, and has an original door with one large 
light over panels. A shallow-roofed onerstory porch covers the facade 
and projects to the right to form a pavillion. Porch details include 
turned posts with jigsawn brackets, a stickwork rail, frieze, and 
balusters, and a pedimented peak with applied floral carving centered 
over the entry. Windows are generally fitted with l-over-1 sash. All 
four gables have staggered-butt shingles, single attic windows fitted 
with l-over-l sash, and plain face rafters, decorated (continued) 


BUILDER 


1S HISTORICAL OR RCHI CTURAL IMPOR NCE 


The Philip Seibert House is significant as a well-preserved and ornate 
example of Victorian Vernacular architecture. The mechanization of 
wood-forming technology in the mid 19th century transformed ornamental 
woodwork from an expensive handcrafted luxury to an inexpensive and 
nearly ubiquitous féature of Victorian architecture. The Seibert House 
retains virtually all of its original ornamental woodwork, including 
the geometric stickwork porch, the bracketed face rafters, and the 
decorative shingles. The pedimented peak with carved decoration and 
the irregular massing derived from larger Queen Anne-style houses built 
in the period. 


Philip Seibert bought the land on which the house stands in 1896 from 
William Webster, one of the largest landowners in late-19th- (continued) 


Berlin Land Records 44:301 


PHOTOGRAPHER 5 [a 
HRC 11/84 
View NEGATIVE ON FILE 
M DATE 
Historic %-.:.-urce Congulter | 12/84 


65 Van Dyke Avenue 
Hafeford, Connecticut 06108 " 


UBSEQUENT FIELO EVALUATIONS 


Philip Seibert House 


17. 


(continued) : 


with large circular bosses, on jigsawn brackets. The first two stories 
of the right gable projection have cut-away corners. The attic story 
above is finished with fishscale shingles. The rear elevation has 

a framed-in porch. 


19. 


(continued) : 


century Hartford County. This house was presumably built shortly 
thereafter. Seibert sold it in 1903. 


